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GOVERNOR CRIST DECLARES APRIL 19 – 25 
TRAIN SAFETY AWARENESS WEEK 

 
TALLAHASSEE - Governor Charlie Crist declared April 19 - 25, 2009, as Train Safety 
Awareness Week.  Florida Operation Lifesaver and the Coalition of Community Traffic Safety 
Teams have joined forces to raise the public’s awareness about the dangers of disregarding 
highway-rail crossings laws. 
 
“Every collision between a vehicle or person and a train is preventable,” states Special Agent 
Ryan Gustin of the CSX Railroad Police Department.  “Florida law enforcement agencies will be 
out in force during Florida’s Eleventh Annual Train Safety Awareness Week, which is being 
held April 19 - 25.  The laws against disobeying railroad traffic control signals as well as the 
laws pertaining to pedestrians trespassing on railroad rights of way will be strictly enforced.  
Safety is the bottom line.  Lives can be saved!”   
 
The team has scheduled numerous safety blitzes in South and Northeast Florida involving both 
Law Enforcement agencies and Florida Operation Lifesaver volunteers.  Florida is also taking a 
proactive lead in the elimination of trespassing and pedestrian fatalities at highway-rail grade 
crossings. 
 
“We are constantly striving to improve the highway-rail grade crossings in Florida,” said Annette 
Lapkowski, P.E., State Coordinator for Florida Operation Lifesaver.  “However, more than half 
of the collisions at these public crossings occur where active warning devices, such as flashing 
lights and gates, exist.  We encourage everyone to take these warning devices seriously and 
remember to Look, Listen and Live!” 
 
Florida Operation Lifesaver is a non-profit organization dedicated to eliminating collisions, 
deaths and injuries at highway-rail grade intersections and on railroad rights-of-way through 
public education, engineering and enforcement.  To learn more about Florida Operation 
Lifesaver, please visit us online at www.floridaol.org or call 850-414-4218. 
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